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Excellencies,
Mr. Valery Lazer, First Vice-Prime Minister of the Republic of Moldova,
Mr. Pavel Filip, Minister of Information Technology and Communications,
Mr. Brahima Sanou, Director of Telecommunication Development Bureau of the ITU,
Ms. Mihaela Iacob, Deputy Minister of Information Technology and Communications,
Mr. Nurudin Mukhitdinov,  Director General of the RCC Executive Committee, 
Distinguished Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure to be here with you today. On behalf of Dr. H. Touré, Secretary-General of ITU, let me offer a very warm welcome to all participants. ITU is very grateful to  the Government of Moldova for their great hospitality which gives me a second opportunity to visit this beautiful country.
I have noted the rapid ICT development in this Region over the last decade I would like to take this opportunity to offer my appreciation and congratulations to the Members of this Region for the wonderful achievements.
As you know, the World Telecommunication Development Conference will be held in 2014. The WTDC-14 is the most important and the highest level conference of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector. There will be six Regional Preparatory Meetings. This Regional Preparatory Meeting opens the process. 
My colleague, Mr. Brahima Sanou, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau, will lead all these activities. SG, DSG and the two Directors, together with the whole team of ITU Secretariat, will support him for the success of these meetings.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In December 2012, the World Conference on International Telecommunications concluded with the adoption of a new Treaty of “International Telecommunication Regulations”. This Treaty will chart a globally-agreed roadmap that promises future connectivity to all – and notably to the 700 million people around the world who still do not have mobile phone network coverage; and even more importantly to the 4.5 billion people who are not yet online.
89 countries signed the new Treaty, representing not just most of the world’s people, but an even greater majority of the world’s unconnected people. Other countries will likely accede to the Treaty between now and when it comes into force at the beginning of January 2015 – indeed we already have a number of countries that have requested details on how they should go about acceding to the Treaty. I encourage those members from this region who have not signed the Treaty, to accede the Treaty, at your earliest convenience.
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In the ten years since the first Summit in Geneva, we have witnessed a huge leap forward in the way the world communicates. We have also seen that the ICT sector has not only remained healthy during the recent financial crisis but has helped the other economic business of the global economy through a difficult period. It is therefore of crucial importance that we continue to push forward with the implementation of the WSIS goals to ensure that people everywhere derive the full benefits from information and communication technologies. 
Since the Tunis Phase, ITU facilitates implementation of the WSIS outcomes at the global and regional levels. With time, annual WSIS Forums became the key event to coordinate implementation of the WSIS outcomes in the multi-stakeholder set-up. Also, the series of the Connect Summits, organized by ITU in Rwanda, Belarus, Qatar, Panama, and this year in Thailand, generated multibillion investment opportunities at the regional level as well as political commitment at the level of Heads of State. 
As we may see, a lot of progress has been made so far; nevertheless, there is still a lot to be accomplished. This is the reason why the WSIS+10 High Level Event is expected to result with in-depth evaluation of progress and current situation. In this context six Regional Development Forums and these Regional Preparatory Meetings will provide WTDC-14 as well as the WSIS+10 Overall Review with an opportunity in gathering regional views and recommendations in the preparatory process. I would be pleased if you could contribute to this process. 
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In 2013, ITU will organize several important events, including WSIS Forum, WTPF and the WTISD celebration to be held in Geneva in May; the ITU Telecom World 2013 to be held in Bangkok in November 2013. In addition, ITU is organizing together with Costa Rica a “Global Youth Forum” in Costa Rica in September 2013. Two further important events GSR-13 in July in Poland and Connect-Asia Summit in November in Bangkok will be organized by BDT. I invite you to join us as far as you can.
Finally, let me thank our Host for the great hospitality and all Administrations of this Region and organizations, in particular RCC, for their active participation in this meeting.
I wish you all a very successful RPM in Moldova.
Thank you for your attention.
